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SUGGESTED SUNDAY

WEATHER STATIONS ESTABLISHED IN BITTERROOTS
FOR TREE STUDIES BY UM SCIENTISTS
MISSOULA -Two weather stations have been established on St. Mary Peak 30 miles south of
Missoula by University of Montana biologists as one phase of a detailed investigation
of alpine larch stands in the Bitterroot Mountains.
Dr. James Habeck, plant ecologist at the University, and Stephen Arno, a grad
uate student in forestry, have erected one weather station at the summit, an
elevation of 9,335 feet.

The second station is at 8,100 feet, near a cirque lake.

The stations include instruments to measure wind, temperature, relative
humidity and precipitation.

Dr. Habeck explains that the data to be collected over

a 1 1/2 year period will provide valuable information in the study of upper timberline forests in the Bitter Root Range.
Alpine larch is one of the least common species of conifers in western North
America, according to Dr. Habeck.

He explains that the largest known alpine larch

grow in the Bitterroot Mountains, often developing as an erect tree higher on
mountain slopes than any other species.
The UM study, which deals with several aspects of alpine larch and its environ
mental communities, is in cooperation with the National Science Foundation, the
U. S. Forest Service and the U. S. Weather Bureau.

-rs-

